
Get access to Free eTextbooks at VitalSource through May 24, 2020! 
 
Instructions: 
 
Go to www.vitalsource.com 
 
Click on "Sign In" on the upper right-hand side of the page to create an account or sign in to an existing one. 
 
Note: These instructions are based on using a computer to access VitalSource but will work similarly on a mobile device. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.vitalsource.com/


Click on "Create an account" under the sign in button. 
 

 
 
  



Create an account. 
 
Select "Role" as student. 
 
Enter first and last name. 
 
Follow the directions for creating a password: At least 8 characters, at least one uppercase letter, at least one special 
character, at least one lowercase letter. 
 
Under Email, enter your SCCCD student email. This way VitalSource knows you are a student affected by the campus 
closure and are entitled to free access to textbooks. 
 
Check the box that states "I agree to the Terms of Use, Cookie Policy, and Privacy Policy". 
 
Select "Create Account". 
 

 
 
  



Log in to VitalSource with the account you have created. 
 
Click on "My Bookshelf" on the upper right-hand side of the screen to select up to 7 textbooks from the “Explore” 
section of your account. 
 
Note: Counter-intuitively, you don't search for the individual titles on the main sales website, you have to go to the "My 
Bookshelf" tab and choose "explore", as access to select items has already been added to your account. If you search for 
titles that are available in your bookshelf on the main sales page, you will be taken to a page to purchase them, and will 
not be notified they are available for free in "Explore". 
 

 
 
  



Click on "Explore" to search for textbooks to use for free until May 24,2020. Up to 7 eBooks can be borrowed. 
 
Note: The website states that you can "explore an expansive catalog of etexts from participating publishers through May 
25, 2020" but check out only lasts until May 24, 2020. 
 

 
 
  



Search for textbooks by title, author or ISBN in the "Search" box. 
 

 
 
  



Hovering over a book with the mouse will bring up a menu to borrow the item and get more information. 
 

 
 
  



On the detailed information screen on the right hand side, click on “Borrow” and the item will be added to your 
bookshelf under the “library” tab. 
 

 
 
  



Go back to the Bookshelf home by closing the search screen by clicking the large “X” on the right-hand side of  the 
screen, and click on the “Library” tab to see textbooks you have borrowed. 
 
Click on “Continue Reading” next to each title to read that book. 
 

 
 
  



Once in the book reader view, you can use the controls on the left to search the book or go to different sections. 
 
Arrows appear at the top and bottom of each section to go to the previous or next section. 
 

 
 
Thank you for reading this guide, if you have trouble accessing the eTextbooks through VitalSource, contact us at 
mc.library@scccd.edu. Guide created by Brett Hurst. Indispensable information on VitalSource was provided by Kari 
Johnson and Antoniette Aizon. 

mailto:mc.library@scccd.edu

	Get access to Free eTextbooks at VitalSource through May 24, 2020!

